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Montana Libraries and Montana’s Young Adults:
Natural Partners in Today’s Information Age

By Darlene Staffeldt, Montana State Librarian

Library services for young
adults seem to have
turned a corner over the
last couple of years. It
wasn't that long ago that
many librarians had all
but given up on getting
teens into the library, and
those who hadn't given
up sat around scratching
their heads, wondering
how to accomplish this.
Suddenly, however, libraries around the country
and in Montana are reaching out to teens in ways
that were previously both unheard and unthought
of just a couple of years ago.

I'm not sure what spurred this exciting movement.
Was it the Harry Potter series that initially ignited

the fire, proving that, in fact, teens were interested

in reading? Or has it been the influx of young li-
brarians, many of whom are not so far removed

from being teenagers themselves, into the field?

Or, has it been libraries' move to relying so heavily

on technology, something that today’s teens have

grown up with and depend on for everything from

schoolwork to communicating with friends?

Today many libraries are very successful in getting
teens to be regular library patrons and Montana

libraries are no exception. In this issue of Big Sky
Libraries, we explore young adult services in Mon-
tana. You'll find everything here from program-
ming ideas to marketing suggestions, from tips
on how to get a teen advisory group together to
developing a physical teen space within your li-
brary on a tight or non-existent budget. You'll also
find tips and resources, such as an online guide to
teen services in the 2.0 environment, that you can
investigate further.

Whatever the budget, programming, services, or
collection for young adults that a library has, it
seems that some things remain constant in those
libraries that best serve this population. Taken
from the Young Adult Library Services Association’s
(YALSA's) vision statement, “... quality library ser-
vice to young adults is provided by a staff that un-
derstands and respects the unique informational,
educational, and recreational needs of teenagers.
Equal access to information, services, and materi-
als is recognized as a right, not a privilege. Young
adults are actively involved in the library decision-
making process. The library staff collaborates and
cooperates with other youth-serving agencies to
provide a holistic, community-wide network of ac-
tivities and services that support healthy develop-
ment.’

You'll certainly see that vision statement playing
out as a reality in the articles and photos featured
in this issue of Big Sky Libraries. Hopefully, you'll
put this issue down and feel inspired to try some-
thing new to better serve this important group of
Montanans. If they're dedicated library users as
teenagers, certainly that bodes well for the future
of Montana libraries as our young people grow up
and become the next leaders of our communities.

Meeting the Challenge
of Working with Teens

By Linda McCulloch
Superintendent of Public Instruction

A master teacher once told
me, ‘The one that annoys
you most, needs you the
most. | try to remember that
in all my interactions with
teenagers.

-Linette Ivanovich,

Missoula Public Library,
Young Adult Librarian

For 20 years, | was the school librarian to mid-
dle school young adults. For most of this time,
| had kindergarten through eighth graders. |
wouldn't have traded in the middle schoolers
for anything. | loved their sense of humor, their
wanting me to read aloud to them the new pic-
ture books as long as | didn't let anybody know
about it, and the fact that they were old enough
to know they have their whole lives ahead of
them. At the same time, | wouldn't trade in
those kindergarten hugs for anything either.
Let’s face it, eighth graders are our kindergar-
teners with some mileage on them.

Young adult (YA) humans are some of the most
smelly, most challenging, most endearing, exas-
perating, and least understood creatures on the
planet. Too soon as adults we forget what it re-
ally is to experience the upheavals in emotion-
al, intellectual, and physical development that
occur between the ages of twelve and twenty-
one. Asadults, teachers, and librarians, we often
throw up our hands at the contradictory behav-
ior of our students and patrons. Young adults
provide particular challenges as we look at de-
veloping effective instructional strategies and
appropriate programming to meet the needs
of this powerful group of individuals. Yes, they
annoy us, but YAs need teachers, librarians and
other adults to help them march confidently
into their futures, and ours. One way to help
them do just that is to recognize that YAs of the
21st Century have distinct and divergent needs
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