April 11, 2012 Montana Memory Project Annual Membership Meeting Summary

MMP Executive Committee,

The MMP membership meeting at MLA last Wednesday was sparsely attended but there was a lively,
engaged discussion on several topics. A brief synopsis is below. Please note the outcome on the
updates to the MMP guidelines in particular.

Questions raised by the group, for further investigation:

Can we add pointer records in the MMP to the Montana newspapers now included in Chronicling
America (those newspapers now digitized and included from the Historical Society grant)?

Is the MMP indexed by Google? It was noted that genealogists utilize Heritage Quest but not the MMP
and people wondered how to better surface the MMP for this group.

MMP guidelines updates: those in attendance would like more work done on the updates before a vote
to approve. These two discussions took place:

1.) Everyone felt that there needs to be more examples given, in the descriptions of the mandatory
elements, so that each possible entry has a corresponding example

2.) The change to making the date field a required field initiated a long discussion, with growing
concern about those instances where a date is unknown and dealt with by entering “1970s” or a
range with a hyphen. These characters can cause problems with searching and if the field is going
to be required, it will affect more searches than in the past. Roberta Gebhardt offered to visit with
the Executive Committee about these concerns in detail, at the next meeting of the committee.

For the reasons above, the group decided not to vote at this time, and instead ask the Executive
Committee to further review and discuss the guidelines.

There is interest in forming a sub-group to begin the work of making the MMP interface more organized,
including organizing collections in a way that gives a cohesive, statewide approach. Kathy Robins’ seat
on the Executive Committee was mentioned in that Kathy serves as the “user” representative on the
committee.

Respectfully submitted,

Sarah



