Library Lovers’ Outreach Ideas
Share the Love Community Bulletin Board

In Miami Dade County, Mayor Jose “Pepe” Diaz launched a “14 days of love” campaign in his community, encouraging businesses to provide discounts for services and for people in general to be kinder to one another.  Since libraries are centers of their communities and community anchors, you have a great opportunity to be the center of community love.  In your library, you could have a “Share the Love” Community bulletin board and encourage patrons to post services they are willing to donate.  For instance, people might be willing to walk dogs; read aloud to kids or seniors; help with a household project; go grocery shopping for someone that might have difficulty doing so; run errands; or keep people company.  
You also might want to highlight some random acts of kindness that people may practice during Library Lovers’ Month like donating $20 to pay for library fines for a family in need; buying lunch/dinner/coffee for some random person or family in a restaurant; volunteering at the local shelter to walk dogs or play with the animals; buying pizza or doughnuts for a group of people who serve your community through they work they do – police officers, teachers, social workers, librarians; writing a thank you note to someone who has made a difference in their lives or to their community.  
Share the Love Food for Fines Drive
With the holidays over, food banks see a significant drop-off in donations but the need doesn’t change.  February is a perfect time to do a “Food for Fines” program with patrons bringing in non-perishable food items in exchange for their library fines.  You might want to have a goal to reach, i.e. “Our goal is to donate 1,000 pounds of food items to the XXX Food Bank” that could inspire people to give.  Publicize the drive on your Facebook or Twitter sites, informing people how far away you are from your goal.  Again, this is a great way to emphasize the library’s place in the community.  

Send Your Legislator a Valentine

Download one of the valentines found here: http://msl.mt.gov/WhatsYourStory/Campaigns/Library_Lovers/default.asp.  Personalize it and thank your legislator for their service to your community and their support of libraries. 

Your Friends or Foundation could hold a “Cupid’s Sweetheart Raffle.”  

Get a donation:  Ask local restaurants to donate a gift certificate for $50 or for a movie theater to donate two tickets.  Ask a hotel or bed and breakfast to donate one night’s stay.  Ask a local masseuse to donate a couple’s massage.  Publicize the raffle in your newsletter, at your information and circulation desks, and in local media.  

Use the following text as a sample (adapt as necessary to reflect correct prizes, etc.): 

Cupid’s arrow is aimed and ready to fire at two lucky couples who will win a romantic evening out on the town.  For a chance to be one of the winning couples, “Cupid’s Sweetheart Raffle” tickets are on sale now through Valentine’s Day for $5.00 each.  

Winners will receive dinners and movie tickets for two.  Proceeds will be used for library improvements.  

The dinners and movies were donated by XXXXXX.  

The winning tickets will be drawn and announced at 8:30 p.m. during the Romance Book Sale at the library.  Ticket holders need not be present to win. 

Host a Flower Arranging or Chocolate Workshop
Flowers, chocolate and Valentine’s Day all go together.  Why not ask a local florist to come and do a presentation on flower arranging.  Ask a local pastry chef or candymaker to come in and do a workshop on making candy? 

Bundles of Romance

Save all of the romance novels that are donated to the library throughout the year.  Purchase some red ribbon and red wrapping paper.  At a meeting, stack several of the romances together, wrap loosely and tie with a bow.  Charge $1 per stack at the circulation desk.  

Be the Library’s Valentine

Design an easy valentine – perhaps using an old “Borrowing Card” template with a Due Date and Borrower’s name with the words “Check Me Out” across the top in large letters and “I’m giving the library a valentine” underneath in smaller print.  Library users could write in their name and pledge amount.  Valentines could be displayed around the library.  If you didn’t want to use it as a fundraiser, you could encourage patrons to write down why they love their library.  This could be done on cut-out hearts that are given to patrons as they’re waiting to check out and then displayed around the library. 
Library Sweetheart

Your library’s Friends or Foundation could do a mailing to prospective donors asking them to “Be a Library Sweetheart”.  A valentine pledge card with suggested amounts could be included.  

Romance Reading

The library could host a reading featuring some of the best romance ever written.  Poems, scenes from books, quotes and more could all be included.  

Valentine’s Card Contest

School libraries and children’s departments could sponsor a contest encouraging children to develop a Valentine’s card for the library that demonstrates why they love the library.  Winners could be acknowledged in a newsletter with their winning Valentine reproduced in the newsletter as well. 

High Tea at the Library

In Victorian times, Valentine’s Day was celebrated with high tea.  Sponsor a tea party at your library and invite special guests, including county commissioners, your mayor, business owners, and other local decision makers.  Use the time to tell them about why people love your library and why they should too.  Thank them for coming by giving them a “Library Lovers” bookmark, which you can download at http://msl.mt.gov/WhatsYourStory/Campaigns/Library_Lovers/default.asp.  
Highlight Your Collection
Set up a “Library Lovers” display featuring some of your collection’s greatest romantic books, movies, and CDs – even cookbooks featuring chocolate.  Take the decorations a step further and get some red balloons or flowers to further “set the mood.” 

Send a Valentine to Decision Makers

Make a valentine to send to your local media, decision makers, council members, etc.  Wrap it up in lots of ribbon and include a chocolate as a special touch.  Include information on how many people love your library and why by highlighting some of the services your library provides.  

Customize Candy to Give Away

Chocolate and Valentine’s Day naturally go together.  Why not customize your own M&Ms to give away at story hour, to local officials, or to patrons.  Visit: http://mymms.com.  Choose your color, write your message (I love libraries, for instance), and place your order.  Or visit: http://wrappedhersheys.com/ to pick your specialized candy wrapper that you personalize with a message.  It’s that easy!

“Read” Dating

Build on the concept of speed dating and host a “read” dating event where singles come and, for two minutes, discuss their favorite book.  They may meet some like-minded bibliophiles. 

For Kids – Design Your Favorite Book Cover
Encourage kids to make a book cover for their favorite book.  It can be like the existing cover of the book or they can design their own.  This can be done at an event where you supply the craft materials to do the design or you could sponsor a contest and have kids do this at home and bring them in.  Display the book covers around the library.  

For Kids – “Bookie” Decorating Party
Ask a bakery to donate book-shaped cookies (i.e. rectangles) and have a bookie-decorating party.  Kids can try to put their favorite character on the book or can do any design of their choosing.  You supply the frosting and sprinkles.  

1

