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Montana Libraries Discovering 
a New Way to Provide Information
~A New Service Designed to Allow Users to Search a Libraries Entire Collection is Being Introduced—Increasing Access to Better Information Resources ~

(HELENA) --- You could subscribe to nearly 20,000 magazines and professional journals to guarantee that you’ll find the most current and accurate information available.  

Or you could visit your local Montana library – in person or online – to access all of these resources that are available through the Web.  
“We’re delighted to be able to contract with a quality vendor to provide these valuable resources to every Montana citizen,” said Darlene Staffeldt, Montana State Librarian.  “Sure, there’s Google and Wikipedia, but if you want accurate and reliable information, you know you can turn to your local Montana library and find the resources you need to do anything from finish a homework assignment to research a recent medical diagnosis.”  

The Montana State Library has contracted with EBSCO Publishing to provide a suite of online information to libraries throughout the state. These online resources provide library patrons with access to the latest information from nearly 20,000 different periodicals. In addition to the change over to EBSCOhost® databases, a new search system, EBSCO Discovery Service™, has been adopted to provide library patrons easier access to a number of shared library resources. EBSCO Discovery Service allows patrons to use a simple search box while exposing them to nearly everything that is available in libraries throughout the state.  
“As technology improves so does the library experience,” said Staffeldt.  “It used to take days – weeks even – to track down something in a Montana library.  Now we’re able to find exactly what a patrons needs – usually in an online resource – while that patron is standing in front of us.”  

EBSCOhost is one of the most-used library research platforms; it offers an easy way for patrons to search for information on topics as wide-ranging as business, consumer health and legal matters. The Montana State Library’s contract to administer EBSCOhost products will provide all Montana citizens – whether they’re five or 95 years old – help with research topics for school, career and health resources, or do-it-yourself projects.       

“Montana libraries are constantly evolving and getting better and better at meeting the various needs that Montanans have when they walk in our doors,” said Staffeldt.  “These online resources and the discovery tool will help Montana citizens find the answers they need no matter what they’re looking for.”  
These resources are funded through an allocation received by the Governor of Montana and the Montana state legislature.  All Montana citizens can access EBSCOhost online resources in person or online at [library website].

For more information about these online resources, contact Sara Groves at (406) 444-5357 or at sgroves@mt.gov.  

About the Montana State Library
Through its statewide programs, the Montana State Library empowers Montanans; enhances learning in families and communities; builds 21st Century skills; and provides opportunities for civic participation. For more information, visit http://msl.mt.gov. 
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