Questions You’ve Asked
Why is the Montana Library Certification Program being updated?

The certification program has not been updated since 1997, and in that update the original 1990 requirements (40 credits) were not changed.  In the 18 years since the original program was created, the continuing education needs for librarians have changed dramatically.   Recently developed regional (Western Council: http://certificate.westernco.org/) and national (ALA http://www.ala-apa.org/lsscp/index.html) library certification programs have produced updated competency lists and continuing education requirements that reflect these changes.  Comparing the MT program to others indicated an update was warranted in order to keep the MLCP meaningful and relevant.  The recommendations for the MT update were carefully and thoughtfully created by a volunteer focus group.  The members looked at other programs and at the needs of MT citizens for quality information services, and then worked hard to produce updated, yet reasonable, requirements that are meant to help librarians do their jobs better.   
Who should certify?

The certification program is open to everyone.  Public library directors are required to be certified in order for the library to meet the Public Library Standards and receive state aid.  Certification is voluntary for other librarians, library support staff, and trustees.

I have a valid certificate.  Do I have to recertify now?

No.  Your current certificate is good until its expiration.  If it expires after December 31, 2009, your renewal will be done using the requirements of the updated program. 

I’m a public library director with an MLIS degree.  Do I need to earn a library certification?

All public library directors, no matter your education status or size of your library, will need to meet the update requirements in the Library Administrator Track.  There are two possible scenarios:

1.  If your MLIS degree was earned within the past 4 years, your college coursework meets the continuing education requirements for certification in the Library Management Track and you can apply for a certificate.

2.  If your MLIS degree is older than 4 years, you will need to meet the requirements for the Library Management Track.
Can college credits be used for certification?

Yes.  Credits earned within the 4-year certification period from undergraduate or graduate coursework in library science can be counted for continuing education credits needed for certification.   College credits will be assigned continuing education credits in appropriate ce categories.  A new MLIS degree meets the certification requirements.  
Can attending meetings be used for continuing education credits?

Generally, committee work does not qualify for continuing education credits.  However, if a meeting agenda includes a formal training session, that time could be considered for ce credit.  For example, Federation meetings often include both a business meeting and a workshop.  Only the workshop would be assigned ce credit.

Can I receive credit for presenting a library workshop or teaching a library class?

Yes, that opportunity will continue.  The first time a workshop or class is given, credits can be earned for preparation and presentation.  If substantial changes are made to that presentation, additional credits can be received.  

If I attend regional or national library conferences, can I earn ce credits?

Yes. Montana librarians who attend ALA, SLA, PLA, MPLA, PNLA, or other conferences do receive credits.  
Why are we required to earn credits in each ce category?

After several years of work, ALA and Western Council have established competencies for librarians and staff.  These are lists of what individuals working in libraries today need to know to provide quality library services. The training categories for certification attempt to address these competencies.   Though the certification recommendations specify that credits must be earned in each ce category, you can earn the balance of credits as electives in the category of your choice.  
I am a public library trustee.  Am I required to be certified?

Currently, earning certification is voluntary for trustees.  There has been some interest in a special Trustee Track for certification and this is being discussed and developed.  The track will address competencies trustees need to be effective library leaders.  The Trustee Track will be ready for enrollment in January 2010.
Will the enrollment/renewal fee be increased?
No.  Actually, it has been recommended to the State Library Commission that the certification fee be dropped.  The Commission will take action on this recommendation at an upcoming meeting.   

Can school librarian certification transfer over to public library certification?

There are three ways to answer this question.  First, there is not a specific public library certificate; both school and public librarians can be certified in the library certification program. Second, any library-specific training that an individual attends to renew teaching credentials with OPI can also be used toward a Montana Library Certification Program certificate.  However, an OPI teaching certificate does not automatically certify an individual in the Montana Library Certification Program.  And, finally, school library media endorsement college coursework can be used for ce credits for the library certification program.
Could fewer credits be required for part-time directors and staff?

Input that was received on this issue was given careful consideration by the Focus Group at the June meeting.  The revised recommendation going to the Commission is that all certificates have the same credit requirements.  However, the time to earn ce credits was extended by one year.  

